Web Search Launcher
This macro allows the user to select a word or phrase in a Word document and then search for it using a website selected from a list. The list of websites and their search strings is saved in a Word document in Word’s template folder, allowing easy changes. The code uses Paul Beverly’s GoogleFetch macro, which searches on one predefined website, as its starting point.
Installation Instructions
1. Open Word
2. Open the VBA window (Alt + F11)
3. In the Project Explorer pane (right side) right click on the heading “Normal”
4. Select “Import File…”
5. Navigate to the location of the provided files and import the file frmWebSearchLauncher.frm. The module frmWebSearchLauncher should appear in the Project Explorer pane in the Forms folder.
6. Repeat steps 3 through 5, importing the file WebSearchLauncher.bas. The module frmWebSearchLauncher should appear in the Project Explorer pane in the Modules folder.
7. In File Explorer navigate to the location your Normal Word template is stored (C:\Users\[user name]\AppData\Roaming\Microsoft\Templates\. Substitute your user name in place of [user name]). AppData is a hidden folder so you may need to set your file manager to display those first.
8. Copy the file WebSearchLauncherData.docx to that location
9. Open WebSearchLauncherData.docx. Review the instructions and, if desired, revise and resave the list of search websites in BrowserLauncherData.docx.
10. If desired, open the Macro window (Alt + F8) and run the macro WebSearchLauncherAddShortcut in the WebSearchLauncher folder. This assigns the keyboard shortcut Ctrl + 9 to the Web Search Launcher macro.
Using the Macro
1. Select a word or phrase to be searched for. If no selection is made the macro will select the word the cursor is currently within.
2. Run the Web Search Launcher macro (press Ctrl + 9 or use whatever method you would normally use).
3. To initiate a search, select the desired website name using up and down arrows or the mouse, use the tab key or mouse to select the Open Website button, and press return. Alternately, double-click on a website name or press return to select the highlighted name.
4. The search string in the “Search For:” field can be edited to add quotation marks or otherwise revise the string.
5. The macro will execute a search on the selected website for the selected term and close the dialogue box. You can use the Windows shortcut Alt + Esc or Alt + Tab to return to the Word document from the browser.
6. Some websites (such as M-W.com) will return an error message if the term searched for is not found.

